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— economic journal has for quite a long time through the use of a graphic map in- 

dicated a considerable part of Louisiana as an area in which there is unusual evidence of 
feturning prosperity. This was interesting news especially to those of us who were not con- 
sious of this state of affairs. Unfortunately we do not have any similar service indicating 
geographic “highs” and “lows” for library progress. If we had, undoubtedly Louisiana 
would be listed as one of the regions showing great promise. Not only is much progress 
being made in school and parish libraries, in awakened college and reference libraries and in 
new activities of the Louisiana Library Commission but vast hidden historical resources of 
interest to libraries are being made available through the useful work of government pro- 
jects now being carried on. Some of these interesting research activities are discussed in this 


bulletin. 









The work of the Citizens’ Library Movement is. spreading from parish to parish and every- 
where there is renewed determination that the underprivileged in books shall have their 
wants supplied. All this growth of library-mindedness suggests to President James McMil- 
len a theme for the coming Louisiana State Library Association meeting. It is, “More and 
better libraries for Louisiana through cooperation of both citizens and library workers and 
ordination of all library resources.” To this suggestion all forward-looking librarians and 
fitizens will agree. 
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The Survey of Cfederal Archives 


and Its Ualue to Ltbraries in L outstana 


By Sranrey C. ARTHUR 


NE of the important undertakings of 
your Uncle Sam during the late and un- 
lamented depression, was his endeavor to 


find work for those of his nieces and nephews © 


who could not be absorbed by curtailed pri- 
vate enterprises. 

As most students of political economy 
know, work was found for the artisans in 
their various fields of endeavor—musicians 
were enrolled and earned their money by 
tooting their horns or playing their fiddles; 
carpenters were put to work building houses; 
bookbinders bound books; masons built brick 
walls; CCC Camps were organized and 
young men set out in the open to work and 
live properly; those handy with needle work 
were placed on sewing projects, and writers 
were engaged in the work they knew best— 
that of writing. 

So, through the whole gamut of human 
endeavor, suitable tasks were assigned and 
those out of employment were put to work 
by the WPA in a splendid and successful 
attempt to end unemployment. 

All of the 48 states and the territories 
were benefited by this stupendous task so 
bravely undertaken by the national officials 
of the WPA. Also benefited were the mul- 
titudes of cities, towns, and villages through- 
out this broad land of ours. Uncle Sam was 
looking out for everything and everybody, 
and the millions of dollars he was spending 
on wages went to the benefit of the states 
and their cities and smaller communities. 

However, there was one nation-wide pro- 
ject, instituted in this broad humanitarian 
campaign to combat and end unemployment, 
whereby Uncle Sam spent some of his money 
on himself, in addition to paying wages to his 
nieces and nephews in the various states— 
and that one project was The Survey of Fed- 
eral Archives outside the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

It has been my good fortune and privilege 


to head this work for the past year and-a-half 
as its regional director, not only in Louisiana 
but in Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee 
as well, and I am glad of the opportunity of- 
fered to tell the readers of this Louisiana Li- 
brary Bulletin a little something about what 
we are supposed to do, what we are doing, 
what we have accomplished, and what we 
expect to do, and what we will do in the 
days to come. 

Under the Act of Congress which created 
the National Archives, the Archivist of the 
United States was empowered “to inspect 
personally or by deputy the records of any 
agency of the United States Government 
whatsoever and wheresoever located.” 

Under this broad authorization, the Na- 
tional Archives joined hands with the Works 
Progress Administration in instituting a sur- 
vey of these Federal archives, located here, 
there, and everywhere, by creating a nation- 
wide Survey project. The WPA was the of- 


ficial sponsor and the National Archives at . 


Washington the cooperating sponsor. Doctor 
Philip M. Hamer of the National Archives 
was named National Director. 

Like other WPA projects, one purpose of 
this Survey of Federal Archives was to pro- 
vide useful work for many of the unemployed 
of the United States, especially those of the 
so-called white-collar class. In this category 
was included historians, political scientists, 
economists, lawyers, librarians, teachers, sta- 
tisticians, archivists, and others, whose past 
work in good times, had specifically trained 
them for the work proposed. 

The purpose of this nation-wide search 
of storage places was to provide information 
of value to the National Archives, to other 
agencies of the United States Government, 
and to students of history and economics. 
During the period our work has been in 
progress, since March of 1936, we have found 

(Continued on page 3.) 
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The Historical Records Survey 


By Joun C. L. ANpREASSEN 
State Director 


HE cooperation of the Works Progress 
_4& Administration with libraries to prevent 
retrogression during the recent difficult years 
has netted both tangible and intangible re- 
sults of more or less common knowledge to 
all librarians. One consequence and exten- 
sion of this mutual aid is to be found in the 
product of the Historical Records Survey, a 
Federal Project under the Division of Wo- 
men’s and Professional Projects. Through 
the publication of inventories of the hun- 
dreds of state, county (parish), and munici- 
pal archives, of church, labor union and busi- 
ness records inventories, of guides to manu- 
script collections, and of calendars of individ- 
ual collections, the Historical Records Sur- 
vey is providing the librarian, and those 
whom he assists, with tools for the use of 
millions of records whose very existence was 
practically unknown. 

The idea of a nationwide inventory of 


state, county and other local records seems to 
have been broached as early as 1931 by Dr. 
Jean Stephenson, and to have been promoted 
in one form or another by Curtis W. Garri- 
son, A. R. Newsome, Francis S. Philbrick, 
Conyers Read, Robert C. Binkley, T. R. 
Schellenberg, and others. A number of local 
projects under the C.W.A. and F.E.R.A. dur- 
ing 1934 and 1935 demonstrated that ama- 
teurs under supervision could do the work. 
Mr. Harry L. Hopkins recognized the value 
of such an inventory when it became possible 
to use “white collar” workers on a nation- 
wide survey. 

Dr. Luther H. Evans drafted the detailed 
plan, and was appointed National Supervisor 
of the Survey. Work was begun in most 
states during the early months of 1936. State 
Directors of the Federal Writers’ Projects 
were placed in charge, with assistants where 

(Continued on page 4.) 





SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 
(Continued from page 2.) 


the exact location, the volume, and the con- 
ditions of storage of Federal archives. We 
have been able to identify them as regards 
their contents; we have arranged and re- 
ordered the records of the Customs Service, 
Internal Revenue, the United States Courts, 
War Department, Post Office, and the other 
like Federal institutions and agencies. We 
have surveyed 82,952 linear feet of documents 
in Louisiana, made 13,083 separate reports to 
Washington, or a total, for the three States 
of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi, of 
3,168 reports and a surveying of 169,830 
linear feet of documents. 

For a year and four months, while we 
operated as a regional office, The Survey of 
Federal Archives gave congenial work to 45 
dtizens in Mississippi, 54 in Arkansas, 48 in 
Tennessee, and 110 in Louisiana, or a total 
of 257 trained workers in the entire region. 

Not only was the result of these paid-for 
tfforts of tremendous value to the govern- 





mental agencies surveyed, but, as many in- 
teresting and valuable historic documents 
were unearthed, the worth of this particular 
survey took on added interest and value— 
especially to university students, historians, 
writers, educators, economic and research ex- 
perts. 

Since July of this year, the Survey has 
been continued throughout the nation under 
state sponsorship. In Louisiana, through the 
intelligent interest and whole-hearted support 
of Governor Richard W. Leche and the Lou- 
isiana State University, The Survey of Fed- 
eral Archives has continued with the univer- 
sity’s library functioning as cooperating spou.- 
sor and the WPA as official sponsor. 

Assisted by James A. McMillen, the uni- 
versity’s librarian; the. wise guidance of Rob- 
ert J. Usher, librarian of the Howard Memo- 
rial Library, and the intelligent and sympa- 
thetic assistance of Mrs. Leo G. Spofford, 

(Continued on page 18.) 
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THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 
(Continued from page 3.) 


required. The Survey in Louisiana was thus 
under the direction of Mr. Lyle Saxon until 


March 10, 1937 when the two projects were 
separated. 

The national objectives of the Survey have 
been detailed in an address by Dr. Evans 
before the Fortieth Annual Convention of 
the National Association of State Libraries 
in New York, June, 1937. The writer will 
merely attempt to outline the objectives of the 
Survey in Louisiana. We are presently en- 
gaged in inventorying parish, state, and mu- 
nicipal archives, church, labor union and bus- 
iness records, manuscript depositories, and 
collections, and in calendaring manuscript 
collections. The order in which these have 
been listed is approximately that of the pre- 
cedence given to each. 

As of December 1, 1937, the parish ar- 
chives of sixteen parishes have been com- 
pletely inventoried; sixteen more are now 
being worked. Nine inventory drafts have 
been completed; one, Saint Charles Parish, 
is presently being mimeographed. A prelim- 
inary to work on these inventories was the 
compilation of constitutional provisions and 
legislative acts relating to each office and its 
records, each parish and its legal history. 
From this research, historical essays detailing 
the development of each local office have 
been compiled as introductions to the records 
inventory of each office found in the parish. 
The statewide Inventory of Parish Archives 
of Louisiana compiled in sixty-four volumes 
will indicate in the numbered records en- 
tries: the exact title, inclusive dates, missing 
records in the series, a description of the con- 
tents, how indexed, whether handwritten, 
typed or printed, whether in Spanish, French 
or English, how arranged, and where located. 
A comprehensive cross reference index will 
serve each volume. 

The task of inventorying the state ar- 
chives of Louisiana is approximately 85 per 
cent completed. Legal research, edited in- 
troductory essays, and records entries of the 
type described for the parish volumes are 
now underway. 


With the exception of one depository, the 
municipal archives inventory in New Orleans 


has been completed. This publication will 
sérve as a guide to several hundred archives 
depositories in the city, and the list of records 
entries totals something over fifteen hundred 
items. Approximately ten per cent of the re- 
maining municipal archives in Louisiana 
have been inventoried. 

An interesting phase of the Survey has 
been the inventory of church records. In the 
one parish completed to date, we have listed 
something over six hundred churches, com- 
piled a brief historical sketch for each church, 
cited the bibliography on each, and listed the 
records. It is our conviction that even a cur- 
sory examination of the Inventory of Church 
Archives of Orleans Parish will reveal that 
these records have interest and value for 
more than the student of church history. 
Registers, membership records and financial 
journals, of all denominations and both races 
have significance for the economist, the wel- 
fare worker, the statistician, the lawyer and 
many others which makes them akin to the 
local governmental archives in content and 
importance. 

Something approaching seventy-five per 
cent of the labor unions in the state have been 
contacted, and their records inventoried. It 
is hoped that we may publish a statewide 
inventory and guide to these records in the 
near future. 

The work of the Survey in manuscript 
materials, it is hoped, will result in three dif- 
ferent products. These are: (1) “Guide to 
Depositories of Manuscript Collections in the 
United States;” (2) “Guide to Manuscript 
Collections in the United States;” and (3) 
Calendars and Inventories of Manuscript Col- 
lections in the United States. The Louisiana 
contribution to the first mentioned has been 
virtually completed. Several hundred collec- 
tions have been studied in Louisiana toward 
the completion of the second phase of this 
work. Under the last mentioned topic we 
have already compiled, and the Department 

(Continued on page 19.) 
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Louisiana Library Commission 


ITH a new high record of service, the 

Louisiana Library Commission is pre- 
paring to close 1937 with a feeling of much 
accomplished. For demands on the library 
commission have increased tremendously in 
the last six months with books asked for— 
and obtained— on almost every subject under 
the sun. 

Working hand in hand with the social 
security program and with the statewide cam- 
paign for adult education, the library com- 
mission has found the need for reliable infor- 
mation has increased definitely in Louisiana. 
The demand for particular books has been 
larger than ever before and the commission’s 
resources have been taxed to the utmost. 

Through November the library commis- 
sion answered 25,628 requests for special in- 
formation. These have included virtually 
every subject on which books have been 
written— and a few on which books are still 
to appear. Inter-library loans have been nec- 
essary in more than one case. 

The Library Commission in November 
awarded approximately 375 reading certifi- 
cates to residents of Louisiana who during 
the year had read a total of 12 selected books. 
This number is not particularly large, the 
commission feels, but since reading-for-cer- 
tificates was pushed into the background by 
other more important projects, the general 
consensus is that it is not too bad. 

And, by the way, new lists of books that 
may be read for certificates are now ready 
and may be obtained free of charge from the 
library commission offices here. In the event 
one does not reach for a certificate, the lists 
are excellent answers to the questions of what 
to read. 

Book Week came and went with the li- 
brary commission supplying exhibits of books 
and speakers to a number of libraries, schools 
and clubs. At the commission offices special 
exhibits were arranged including one on 
Louisiana authors which attracted great at- 
tention and resulted in a demand for books 
by Louisianians. 


During November a concentrated cam- 
paign to build up membership in the Citi- 
zens’ Library Movement was conducted and 
is being continued. Indicative of the very 
real interest the residents of Louisiana have 
in the library movement, this project has 
received support from practically every state- 
wide organization and from individuals in 
every section of the state. In fact, the li- 
brarians themselves have been more lax in 
rallying to its support than have the citizens. 
Membership is open to librarians and it has 
been suggested that each librarian in Louisi- 
ana act as a one-man membership committee. 
State aid for library development at the next 
session of the Legislature is one of the pri- 
mary aims of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment and it behooves every librarian to do 
his part toward making this a reality. 

The tri-parish library, first in the United 
States financed and directed by a state agency, 
moves merrily on its way. Books read during 
the first four months by residents of Winn, 
Grant and Jackson parishes total nearly 65,- 
000 volumes and if placed end to end would 
stretch some eight miles. The 30,000 per- 
sons served by the library are lined up solidly 
behind the project and are determined that 
the library shall be a permanent institution. 

Distributing books into remote areas and 
to isolated homes, the tri-parish library is 
demonstrating that it is the answer to the 
problem of bringing books into rural areas. 

Reports from other parish libraries show 
that they, too, are progressing steadily, in- 
creasing circulation and service quite gen- 
erally. Largely as a result of the efficient 
work of the Sabine parish library, the Eighth 
District of the Louisiana Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs received a cash prize for earning 
the most reading certificates. Mrs. W. M. 
Knott, district president, immediately pre- 
sented the prize to the Citizens’ Library 
Movement. 

Speaking of clubwomen, the commission 
has been called upon to give considerable aid 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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(ollege and Reference Section 


DISPLAYS AND PUBLICITY 


S nearly every library, college, reference, 
public or school, is interested in exhibits 

or displays, or in fact publicity, we of the 
College Section thought it would be interest- 
ing to study these items of library interest 
for this edition of the Bulletin. 
AT LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Displays are changed every two weeks 
and as nearly as possible the topics are chosen 
for their timeliness. The subjects of the ex- 
hibits during the fall were as follows: 
College Life: Early L. S. U. was featured 
and old University bulletins, papers, and 
books on some of the outstanding universities 
in this country and abroad. 
English Books: Interesting old English books 
and periodicals showing the relation between 
England and America as revealed in some old 
English books. 
Old European Books: French books, news- 
papers, German and Spanish books were 
used. 


Travel: By land, by sea, and by air served 
as a basis for the fourth exhibit. 
Sports: Football was centered in books both 
old and new on the history and development 
of football including a copy by an L. S. U. 
alumnus about the Tiger gridiron. Other 
sports were included so that there was a gen- 
eral collection of books about various sports 
both here and abroad, including two very 
old books on gambling and hunting. 
AT NORTHEAST CENTER 

The library at Northeast Center utilizes 
the obvious channels for publicity: the bulle- 
tin board and the college paper. A section 
of slanting shelves is also used, to display 
new books and periodicals. A table display 
case is convenient for an additional display 
of recently acquired or timely reading ma- 
terial. A 

As a year-around plan for publicity, the 
library has found most satisfactory a series 

(Continued on page 7.) 





LOUISIANA LIBRARY COMMISSION 
(Continued from page 5.) 


to organizations planning their programs. 
Only recently a supply of books were sent to 
the Rotary Club of Morgan City, one book 
being selected for each member. And for 
the clubwomen, the commission prepared a 
program building booklet which shows how 
club programs can be built on books. These 
booklets were distributed at the convention 
of the Louisiana Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, where, by the way, a symposium on 
“Reading, Reading and More Reading—The 
Three R’S” was a program feature. The 
commission also sent an exhibit to the con- 
vention of the Louisiana Teachers’ Associa- 
tion in Shreveport, showing posters and 
booklets. 

An important new phase of the commis- 
sion’s work is now developing. This is in 
line with the state department of education’s 
campaign to reduce illiteracy in Louisiana. 


Sweeping in its scope, this campaign is going 
to need the cooperation of all libraries every- 
where, the commission believes. 

The work of the Louisiana Library Com- 
mission received attention from Towa and 
Minnesota recently when J. O. Modisette, 


chairman, gave a series of addresses before 
statewide meetings in those two states. Mr. 
Modisette was one of the featured speakers 
at library conferences and told what Louis 
ana is doing in the field of library develop 
ment. 

Resident of Louisiana are more keenly 
aware of libraries and the need for them 
than ever before, Miss Essae M. Culver, 
retary of the commission, finds during her 
trips over the state. They are hungry for 
books and are anxious to see libraries estab 


lished. 
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of programs, such as were executed two years 
ago by the Northeast Center Library Club. 
The library club, in most cases, instead of 
inviting the group to be guests at library 
club meetings, asked the privilege of taking 
over one program per year. Thus the meet- 
ings were most convenient to the groups 
which the library wished to reach. The first 
program of the year was: the Faculty and the 
Library; others were: Music and Library (a 
display of the Stephen Foster collection of 
songs was used here), Publications and the 
Library, Science and the Library, Athletics 
and the Library, etc. At each time the library 
arranged a display of library material of most 
interest to the group concerned. The library 
club found that this plan made for an in- 
teresting variation of activities for itself; and 
the groups for whom the meetings were 
planned seemed to welcome the opportunity 
of turning over one program each year to 
the library. 

AT TECH: 

The librarian at Tech suggested an in- 
teresting way of giving library books pub- 
licity and at the same time overcoming hand- 
icaps which arouse from lack of space. Per- 
haps the most successful publicity given new 
books at Tech is by means of scrap-books. 
These have been made from time to time by 
N Y A students under the direction of the 
Cataloger. Stout binders’ board and a very 
heavy paper have gone into the making of 
the book itself, and the gay jackets of the 
more popular and recreational type of books 
are pasted on the pages in as pleasing a 
manner as may be. The scrap-books are kept 
at the desk in the Reading Room and are 
given out to any one who asks for them. 
Almost any time of the day one or two stu- 
dents, or sometimes a group, may be seen 
poring over these books, trying to decide 
from the information gained there which 
book they would rather read. 

AT TULANE: 

Tulane University, during the Centennial 
celebration of the University library, arranged 
a large display of materials relating to the 

of the University. The display was 
Presented during Commencement Week and 


as was to be expected attracted a great deal of 
attention from the visitors, students, and 
alumni. Included in the display were publica- 
tions of the University, books and historical 
materials of the period. A special exhibit 
was also given concerning Paul Tulane and 
another on New Orleans’ history at the time 
of the founding of the University. 

One exhibit sponsored by Tulane and cer- 
tainly one that would interest other librarians, 
was a small model of a new library building 
designed by one of the students of the School 
of Architecture as a prize competition. 

In general the displays at Tulane are con- 
fined to those appropriate for museum cases 
and bulletin board material. 

AT SOUTHWESTERN: 

Displays at Southwestern are arranged on 
a special display shelf, and the topic for dis- 
play is chosen by whatever is of timely in- 
terest on the campus. Annotated lists of 
books for collateral readings particularly’ of 
interest in the English Department are found 
useful in assisting students with their book 
selection. 

AT CENTENARY: 

During the fall the class in Library 
Science has sponsored displays for the library. 
They are planned in advance and grades 
given on the project just as any other assign- 
ment. 

One of the displays was centered around 
contemporary books portraying the Nine- 
teenth Century. Dummies covered with the 
bright new jackets of the books being ad- 
vertised were displayed in the cabinet along 
with a miniature scene of Nineteenth Cen- 
tury furnishings and dolls dressed represent- 
ing the period. 

The current display on Christmas includes 
figures representing the Manger Scene and 
an attractive poster of the Wise Men, ac- 
companied with a choice group of the most 
interesting books ‘on Christmas stories, in- 
cluding the traditional classics as well as a 
few of the contemporary materials. 

A display given through the cooperation 
of the Science Department on individualized 
Christmas cards collected by one of the pro- 

(Continued on page 19.) 
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cA. L, A. Membership 


Now is the time— 


No, you’re 


T’S time for renewal of membership in 
the American Library Association. 

This word comes from none other than 
Miss Debora Abramson, Louisiana member- 
ship chairman for the national association, 
in a special message addressed to librarians, 
libraries and trustees as well as to friends 
of all three. 

Proudly Miss Abramson points to Lou- 
isiana’s record for the last fiscal year when 
this state was the first to reach its member- 
ship quota as assigned by A. L. A. 

But lest the librarians feel too pleased with 
themselves, Miss Abramson hastens to add 
with crushing calm that Louisiana’s mem- 
bership is terribly low. So this year a special 


wrong, 


plea to join will be addressed to libraries 
and to trustees, who previously have made a 
record for themselves, too, but a record of 
not being members. 


Full information regarding membership 


will be mailed out to all interested this week 
and Miss Abramson urges librarians to make 
themselves into a committee-to-seethat-their 
libraries-and-trustees join the national organ- 
ization. 


Louisiana’s membership in the A. L. A, 
she believes, is the thermometer of the grow- 
ing interest and activities of library work in 
the state. 


So act accordingly. 


LOUISIANA A. L. A. COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1937-38 


Debora R. Abramson State L. Comm., Baton Rouge 
Alice Douglas Daspit La. State Univ., Baton Rouge 


Lucy B. Foote Hill Memorial L., La. State 
Univ., Baton Rouge 

Arthur E. Gropp Tulane Univ., New Orleans 

Mildred Priscilla Sch. of L. Science, La. State 
Harrington Univ., Baton Rouge 


Mary Walton Harris Winnfield 
Edmund L. McGivaren P. L., New Orleans 


James A. McMillen Hill Memorial L., La. State 
Univ., Baton Rouge 


Lois Shortess State Dept. of Educ., Baton 


Membership 
Public Documents 
Cataloguing and Classification 


International Relations 
Latin America, L. Cooperation with, Chmn. 
Editorial 


Subcom., L. and the Underprivileged Reader, of 
the Board on L. Service to Child. and Young 
People, Chmn. 

Subscription Books 

L. Administration 

Special Membership 

Visual Methods 

Board on Resources of American Ls., Subcom. 
for the South 


Board on L. Service to Child. and Young People 
in P. Ls. and Schs. 





School Libraries 


HE Library Section of the Louisiana 

Teachers’ Association held its annual 
meeting on November 19 in the Byrd High 
School Library at Shreveport, with 77 mem- 
bers attending. The program contained 
many excellent features, including a talk by 
Mary Grace Lowrey of the Bossier City High 


School on “Magazine Problems”, and a dia 
logue between Evelyn Peters, Librarian of 
the Colton High School, New Orleans, and 
Ella V. Aldrich of the L. S. U. Library, om 
high-school and college instruction in the 
use of the library. Since Miss Aldrich was 
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unable to be present, her part was taken by 
Sue Hefley of the Northeast Center of L. 
S. U. In the business session which followed, 
a committee was appointed to make a study 
of this problem, with the expected coopera- 
tion of the College Section of the Louisiana 
Library Association. 

Another topic of timely interest, the part 
of the school librarian in the development of 
the new curriculum, was discussed by Etta 
Mae Cowser, Librarian of the Lisbon High 
School. Copies of the first issue of the Lou- 
isiana Association Bulletin were distributed 
by Mildred Hogan of the State Department 
of Education, who described briefly some of 
the work of this Association and urged the 
school librarians present to take part in it. 

Following this, Debora Abramson, As- 
sistant Secretary of the Louisiana Library 
Commission, discussed the Citizens’ Library 
Movement, with emphasis on the part that 
school librarians can take in arousing com- 
munity interest. Miss Abramson later re- 
ported that much interest was shown in the 
Movement by those present at the meeting. 

The officers of the Library Section for 
1937-38, elected at the Shreveport meeting, 
are as follows: Chairman, Irene Pope, Li- 
brarian, Haynesville High School; Vice-chair- 
man, Stella Dolhonde, Librarian, Jennings 
High School; Secretary, Lillian Phillips, Li- 
brarian, Minden High School. 





According to the first report on the use of 
the collections of books for adults made avail- 
able through fifty-six high-school libraries by 
the State Department of Education, 5,177 
borrowers were registered between April 1 
and October 1, 1937, and these adults read 
14,355 books. Twenty-eight of the collections 
were open for circulation at least five months 
in this period of time, usually with the high- 
school librarian or the principal in charge. 

Some of the comments reported by the 
librarians are as follows: 

Appreciative response from readers in the 
community; This library collection has been 
used by the adults in a greater degree than 
we expected; The adults have certainly en- 
joyed reading these books; Although the 


circulation has decreased lately because of the 
necessity for constant farm work, it has been 
expected to rise rapidly with the coming 
months. 

A comparison will be made later on of the 
use of these collections and the use made of 
the Tri-Parish Library in Grant, Jackson, 
and Winn Parishes. This experiment is being 
conducted at the request of Governor Leche 
by the Louisiana Library Commission and the 
State Department of Education. 





The United States Office of Education 
staff has recently been increased by the addi- 
tion of a Library Service Division, with Mr. 
Ralph M. Dunbar of Ames, Iowa, as Chief 
of the Division, Miss Edith Gantt of Fair- 
field, California, as Specialist in Public Li- 
braries, and Miss Nora Beust of Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, as Specialist in School Li- 
braries. The work of the new Division is 
expected to develop and promote better li- 
brary service through the United States for 
both young people and adults. 

Louisiana school librarians are especially 
delighted to learn of the appointment of Miss 
Benst, who is well-known not only in the 
South but nationally as the author of many 
lists of children’s books and a leader in the 
work of the American Library Association. 





Many accounts of 1937 Book Week cele- 
brations are being received by Miss Lois F. 
Shortess, State Supervisor of School Libra- 
ries, among them reports from the Margaret 
C. Hanson Teachers’ College, New Orleans, 
the Greenwood High School, the Redemp- 
torist High School, New Orleans, the Gil- 
bert High School, the Jamestown High 
School, and St. Mary’s Academy, Natchi- 
toches. These accounts of programs, news- 
paper publicity, pictures, etc., are kept on file 
in Miss Shortess’ office for circulation to 
librarians interested in new ideas for Book 
Week observances. 





The familiar green slips are again mak- 
ing their annual appearance in the pages of 
(Continued on page 10.) 
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Jumor Members Round Table 


GREETINGS FROM JMRT OFFI- 
CERS. Evelyn Stuart Cormier, chairman, 
Pat Pugh, vice-chairman and Patsy Bur- 
guieres, secretary-treasurer bid all Junior 
Members the greetings of the season. May 
the New Year be loaded with much happi- 
ness, lots of health and zest for living—and 
work, for work is the life of the mind. 

“LET US THEN BE UP AND DO- 
ING!” In our first and last appearance we 
spoke of -having the Bulletin under our wing. 
For its first issue we did some pretty good 
work. The second issue’s work is a little 
better as far as advertising goes, but what 
we need is active participation in the JMRT 
section. Will every one who reads this sec- 
tion consider that he or she has taken the 
obligation to write to the JMRT section in 
care of Evelyn Stuart Cormier, editor? Just 


one paragraph of news—about six lines. Eve- 
lyn’s address is 
Mrs. Evelyn Stuart Cormier 
3627 Dumaine Street 
Apt. A, New Orleans, Louisiana 
WILL YOU BE THERE? On February 
26, the Saturday before Carnival, there will 
be a meeting of Junior Members. The south- 
ern parishes will confer in New Orleans. The 
plan includes a meeting in some central dis- 
trict of the northern parishes, that is those 
who do not find New Orleans a convenient 
sojourning spot. Information on this will be 
sent to you a little later. The purpose of 
these meetings is primarily to incite greater 
interest and active participation in the JMRT 
by every member, not by officers only, and 
to discuss special problems which may be 
(Continued on page 11.) 





SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
(Continued from page 9.) 


the 4. L. A. Bulletin, reminding us that it 
is time to send in our 1938 dues to the Ameri- 
can Library Association, 520 N. Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. Progressive school libra- 
rians report that they consider well spent the 
three dollars charged for this membership. 

All school librarians belonging to the A. 
L. A. are eligible as members of the School 
Library Section, which carries on a very ac- 
tive and interesting program. Miss Johanna 
Klingholz, Librarian of the Clifford B. Con- 
nelley Vocational High School, Pittsburgh, 
who is Membership Chairman of the Section, 
is anxious to increase the membership for 
1938. The dues for the Section are fifty 
cents, and may be sent direct to Miss Kling- 


holz. 





Mr. W. D. Postell, Librarian of the Mans- 
field High School, Mansfield, Louisiana, of- 
fers for exchange certain numbers of the fol- 
lowing magazines: 

Time, 1929-1937; National Geographic, 1930- 
1932, 1934, 1935, 1937; Literary Digest, 1935- 
1937; Harper’s, 1931, 1932, 1934, 1935; At- 
lantic Monthly, 1936; Current History, 1929- 


1935; Readers’ Digest, 1933, 1936, 1937; 
Scribner’s, 1934-1936; Forum, 1931-1937. 

He is particularly interested in obtaining 
certain numbers of the following magazines, 
in order to complete his files: Literary Di- 
gest, 1932-1934; National Geographic, 1922- 
1929; Review of Reviews, 1935, 1936; Scrib- 
ner’s, 1933, 1934, 1937; Hygeia, 1934-1937; 
Nature, 1934, 1935, 1937; Readers’ Digest, 
1930, 1931. 

Mr. Postell will be glad to give detailed 
information to any school librarian who 
would be interested in such an exchange of 
magazines. If other librarians have requests 
of this type which they would like to have 
printed in this Bulletin, the editor of the 
school library news will be glad to have their 
lists. 

Mr. Lionel J. Bourgeois, the newly ap- 
pointed district superintendent of the New 
Orleans Public Schools, instituted this fall a 
high-school supervisory program that is being 
held at the Margaret C. Hanson Teachers’ 
College. There are 23 sectional groups, com 
posed of teachers or librarians, who mett 

(Continued on page 19.) 
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Libraries for Negroes 


IBRARIES for Negroes in New Orleans 

were visited by interested and interesting 
educators during the meeting of the Southern 
Association of Schools and Colleges for Ne- 
groes, held in New Orleans on December 9 
and 10. Hardly a president, dean, or princi- 
pal failed to pay at least a brief call to see 
how the proverbial “heart of the school” was 
functioning. It would seem that educators 
are appreciative of what a library is and does. 
Fisk, Atlanta, Wiley, Tuskegee, Virginia 
State, Hampton, Howard, Talladega, Touga- 
loo, Prairie View, Florida A. and M., South- 
ern, Dillard and high schools galore, through 
their representatives, paid tribute to Xavier’s 
new library. Those not fortunate enough to 


have adequate library facilities as yet, ex- 
pressed the hope, in some cases not a vain 
hope but a soon to be realized one, that they 
may have a library equal to Xavier’s in use- 
fulness and attractiveness. 

At the dinner session at Dillard Univers- 
ity, Mordecai Johnson, President of Howard 
University, spoke of the shortcomings of pres- 
ent day specializezd education taught by 
specialists to embryonic specialists. His anti- 
dote for the poison of specialization is a 
broad cultural and spiritual training. In this 
development of the whole man, which Dr. 
Johnson sees as the only savior of civilization, 
the library must play an important part. 

(Continued on page 12.) 





JUNIOR MEMBERS ROUND TABLE 
(Continued from page 10.) 


interesting to the general assembly at the 
Spring state meeting. The old biblical say- 
ing, “man was not made to live alone”, finds 
its truth in the established fact that man is 
gregarious. One of the greatest enjoyments 
and the chief benefit of this very human 
characteristic is the exchange of idéas. There 
is too little traffic in thought among us. We 
are known for our altrusim (our bank ac- 
counts wonder if this is an advantage) but 
there is a tremendous uncornered market of 
an altruistic product—the idea. Junior Mem- 
bers who are sitting back quietly in your own 
little library world, doing your work gra- 
ciously, quietly, splendidly, be generous with 
us your fellow workers. Let us barter, buy 
and sell. The purpose of our particular group 
is to afford us, the Juniors of the library field 
lacking in years of experience but opulent 
with ideas, an opportunity to voice them and 
put them into effect. If you are a Junior 
Member, meet with us. Be a Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, and let us as a body profit by the 
ideas and vision of each one of us. Monroe, 
Alexandria, Baton Rouge, New Iberia, Re- 
serve—the candid camera is on YOU! 
EXCELSIOR! A project which we have 
“pro’d” and “con’d” since our birth is in 


embryo: The making of a directory of all 
librarians in the state of Louisiana. The ob- 
ject is to have some place to turn to for ad- 
dresses, qualifications and verification of 
names. For this purpose Debora Abramson, 
we all know her, of the Commission Library 
has most kindly turned over to us her file of 
names—a prodigious beginning. From this 
list we shall address envelopes enclosing a 
form with the information which this file 
will require. The directory will be arranged 
alphabetically by parish and name of librari- 
an, and is to include such information as a 
permanent home and business address, mem- 
bership in our Louisiana Library Association, 
and the American Library Association, mar- 
ried and maiden name and library training. 
These forms should reach every one by Janu- 
ary 15th. If by that time anyone has been 
slighted, please let us know. This is a work 
in which every Junior Member can do her bit. 

QUO VADIS? The next time this sec- 
tion appears, Evelyn Peters of Colton High 
will be assistant editor with Mrs. Cormier 
and now a Merry Christmas to all and best 
personal wishes from your retiring Secretary- 
Treasurer 

Patsy Burguieres 
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LIBRARIES FOR NEGROES 
(Continued from page 11.) 


Dr. Clark, President of Southern Uni- 


versity, announced at the dinner meeting that 
Southern has received very liberal support 
from the state of Louisiana for the year 1938. 
Dr. Clark said that Governor Leche’s idea is 
to provide a means of revenue to continue 
over a period of at least fifty years so as to 
insure continued growth. We feel sure that 
when definite plans for Southern’s strength- 
ening and expanding are completed the li- 
brary will secure a full share of the good 
things that are to be Southern’s. 





As we know, training for librarianship is 
essential to the full use of whatever books, 
periodicals and other materials may be pro- 
vided in our libraries and schools. The State 
has a working plan to provide library books 
for schools but are we preparing people to 
use these books as they should be used? 
Steps have been taken in that direction. Last 
year during the summer months, Southern 
University offered courses to teacher-librari- 
ans. The group taking the courses compiled 
a list of books from which the first State 
purchase of library books for Negro schools 
was made. This summer, Southern again of- 
fered courses to teacher-librarian. and Xavier 
University offered a second summer’s course 
to those teachers who took the first summer’s 
course at Southern last year. The group at 
Xavier compiled a list of books from which 
the next purchase of books for the Negro 
schools will be made. Another practical fea- 
ture of Xavier’s course was the cataloging of 
the state library books assigned to Tangipa- 
hoa Parish, thus providing valuable experi- 
ence for the teachers taking the course and 
valuable service to Tangipahoa Parish. A 
number of teachers taking the courses have 
expressed a desire to take work leading to a 
library degree, but the establishment of a 
library school for Negroes in the State is in 
the very dim future. 





Book Week, November 14-21, was cele- 
brated with zest by the faculty and students 


of Xavier University. 

Mr. McComb, librarian at Tulane Uni- 
versity and Mr. Usher, librarian of the How- 
ard Memorial Library, spoke during the 
course of the week, and the library staff pre- 
sented a skit showing what happens to a 
book from the time it arrives at the library 
until it is ready for circulation. The An 
Department cooperated splendidly with the 
Library and posters were displayed through- 
out the Main Building and the Library Build- 
ing. Classes from the Xavier High School 
visited the library and were taken on es- 
corted tours through the building. 

Xavier University Library recently pur- 
chased approximately one hundred new juve- 
nile books. There is no children’s depart- 
ment as yet in the library, but that does not 
mean that these juveniles have not circulated. 
Practically every Negro school in the city has 
one or more teachers enrolled in evening 
school at Xavier, and these teachers use the 
juveniles in their classes. It would seem that 
Xavier library is sacred to no form of li- 
brary work. “Step-up” and “Step-down” 
problems appear as well as the usual type of 
college library work. 





The Negro branch of the New Orleans 
Public Library has been receiving very fav- 
orable publicity in the New Orleans papers. 
Perhaps the time is at hand when another 
branch will be opened to serve the area “be- 
low Canal Street”. 





Miss Stanton, assistant-librarian at Dil 
lard University, has a year’s leave of absence 
to work for her library degree at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. Mr. Jordan, a graduate 
of the Hampton Library School, is taking her 
place at Dillard this year. 





Good news for all librarians! The Xavier 
University Press is going to publish very 
shortly the “Xavier University Occupational 
Guidance Monographs.” John Patrick Cor- 
(Continued on page 17.) 
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Public Libraries 


NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mr. Edgar R. Du Mont was recently ap- 
pointed by Mayor Robert S. Maestri to the 
Board of Directors of the New Orleans Pub- 


lic Library. He is a former King of the 
Carnival, Vice-President of the Boston Club, 
and is a lumber exporter. 





The branch libraries are being treated for 
termites. 





The City of New Orleans granted the . 


Public Library a $25,000 increase in appropri- 
ation making a total city appropriation of 
$80,000. It has been suggested that addi- 
tional money may be made available to 
the Library during the last six months of 
the year, provided the City received funds as 
anticipated. The Library will be able to 


carry on the program inaugurated in 1937. 


but no expansion will be possible. 





In response to a request by Mrs. Pate, 
President of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Unit 114, a member of the Circulation De- 
partment, Miss Dorothy Beckemeyer, was 
guest speaker at a meeting on November 12, 
with “Sequence Reading for Busy Women” 
as her topic. She pointed out that more vital 
ideas are to be gained from reading a num- 
ber of books on any given subject than from 
hopping breathlessly from one “important” 
book to another on a variety of subjects. An 
occasion such as this, in addition to affording 
an opportunity to direct reading, gives the 
members of the staff a chance to answer gen- 
tral questions on our public library rules and 
procedure. 





14 staff members received reading certifi- 
cates from the Louisiana Library Commis- 
sion. 





For Book Week the Circulation Depart- 
ment had an exhibit of damaged and muti- 
lated books. The captions used were: “Help 


reduce the Discard Shelf” and ‘“A Good 
Book is the Best of Friends the same to-day 
and forever”. This display showed the vari- 
ous types of book damage such as books with 
dog-eared pages, coffee-stained books, art 
books with plates cut from the text, and 
numerous works of fiction and nonfiction 
with the readers’ personal literary criticism 
scribbled on the margins of the pages. Col- 
ored leaflets were mimeographed and dis- 
tributed to patrons advising them of the re- 


vision of the book collection for damages, 
and asking their cooperation in an effort to 
reduce the careless handling and malicious 
mutilation of books. 





During Book Week some 1515 children 
visited the Main Library. Every day during 
the week at 10 and 11 o'clock Indian stories 
were told in the Children’s Room. These In- 
dian stories were also told at the Branches 
during the month, and appropriate Indian 
displays were arranged in connection with 
the stories at the Main and all of the 
Branches. On Wednesday afternoon a pro- 
gram was given in the library auditorium. 
Five children, in costume, gave interpreta- 
tions from “Hitty”, “Caddie Woodlawn”, 
“Lady Jane”, “Young Fu”, and “Roller 
Skates”. This special program was attended 
by about 350 children. 





Members of the Junior League gave a 
Punch and Judy show in the Children’s Room 
of the Main Library. It was thoroughly en- 
joyed and the audience was most apprecia- 
tive. This same show will be repeated on a 
monthly schedule at each one of the branch 
libraries. 


ALEXANDRIA, PUBLIC LIBRARY 


During the last three months there was 
an increase in the use made of the reference 
facilities of the library by both adults and 
children. 
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Book Week was observed by the library. 
The librarian, Miss Lillie J. Thornton, took 
part in the special program given by the 
Tioga Progressive Book Club for the pupils 
of the Tioga High School. 


HOMER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


This library gives service to a portion of 
Claiborne Parish. Open on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, the library is sponsored by the 
Woman’s Department Club, under the super- 
vision of the library extension division of the 
Club. Funds are inadequate and a regional 
library unit, a Citizens library movement, 
would be a necessary step for advancement. 
Miss Lily Kinabrew was one of the organiz- 
ers of the library in 1929 and has served as 
librarian since that time. The library is situ- 
ated in a lovely suite of rooms in the City 
Hall. Last month the circulation was 810. 
30 of the leading titles of fiction and non- 
fiction were added, and 500 books were re- 
paired by N. Y. A. workers. 





LAKE CHARLES PUBLIC LIBRARY 


In memory of their father, Leopold Kauf- 
man, who served from 1907-37 as president 
of the Board of Trustees of the library, E. R. 
Kaufman and Mrs. A. W. Mayer have pre- 
sented the library with a collection of nearly 
200 volumes, together with an attractive 
bookcase and an oil painting of Mr. Kauf- 
man. The books consist of only new current 
non-fiction. 





The Bible, literature, and poetry division 
of the fine arts department of the Eenter- 
prise Club recently gave a book shower for 
the benefit of the library. The program con- 
sisted of a review of Vincent Norman Peal’s 
“Art of living” and poetry selections. 





SHREVE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

During the last several months the work 
at Shreve Memorial Library has shown pro- 
gress over the same period last year. In the 
circulation department the percent of regis- 
trations and the number of books circulated 
has nominally increased. For the month of 
October 1937 the circulation was 11,665 and 


for the same month this year 14,289 an in- 
crease of 2,624. 

In the juvenile department the story hours 
have been supplemented by marionette shows 
and amateur theatricals. Our story teller 
tours the parish cach week presenting pro- 
grams in the branches. 


Some of the most interesting work of the 
library is being done by the WPA book 
mending project. This project started work 
just one year ago and they have mended over 
5,000 books, 357 newspapers and 130 maga- 
zines, at a cost of less than .20 cents per 


book. 


During book week, which coincided with 
the Louisiana Teachers’ Convention, the li- 
brary celebrated, with Mr. Stanley Clisby 
Arthur lecturing on the life of Audubon. 
Exhibits in both the adult and juvenile rooms 
displayed. 





Two meetings of the branch custodians 
have been held this fall. Interest in this de- 
partment has increased considerably as shown 
by the number of loans. 





Plans for this coming year are being made 
and include a stressing of the branch service 
and a building up of the book stock of the 
central library. 





Miss Catherine Cline, formerly Reference 
Librarian, has accepted a position at the 
Georgia Military College in Milledgeville, 
Georgia. 





COMING CONVENTIONS 

President James McMillen announces that 
the annual meeting of the Louisiana Library 
Association will be held in Alexandria, April 
14 to 16. The Bentley Hotel will be head- 
quarters. A program for the meeting will 
be printed in the March issue. 

President Essae M. Culver announces for 
the Southwestern Association that as yet 
there is no decision as to a meeting place in 
1938. There will not be a joint meeting with 
the Southeastern Association, that organiza- 
tion having voted against the plan. 
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Louisiana in Print--1937 


Recent references on Louisiana or by Lou- 
isiana authors, including books of importance 
bearing local imprints selected and annotated 
by Marguerite Renshaw, Reference Librarian, 
Howard Memorial Library, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Fiction 

Braprorp, Roark—Three headed Angel, N. 
Y., Harper, 1937. A story which tells of 
some white settlers in Western Tennessee, 
made more valuable by the faithful re- 
cording of the flavorful language. 

Bristow, Gwen—Deep Summer, 329 p. N. 
Y., Crowell, 1937. A swiftly moving, in- 
teresting story of Louisiana in the 18th 
century. 

Hucains, Ctetre—Point Noir, 532 p., Bos- 
ton, Hougton Mifflin, 1937. Sombre but 
well written tale of a family in Southwest 
Louisiana. 


_Mms, Sam—Us-All. 292 p. Caldwell, Cax- 


ton printers, 1937. 

An interesting picture of a modern cotton 
plantation, with an intelligent planter, 
whose chief investment is the education 
of a promising young negro, whose sub- 
sequent contribution to the success of the 
plantation, to his own advancement and 
to that of his people, is more than ample 
dividend for the original investor. 

Saxon, Lyte—Children of Strangers, 294 p. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1937. 

Story of a mulatto colony in Louisiana, 
well written, with excellent local color; 
one of the best sellers of 1937. 

A Southern Harvest, edited by Robert Penn 
Warren. 360 p. Boston, Houghton, Mif- 
flin Co., 1937. 

A collection of selective short stories, with 
contributions from some of the foremost 
Louisiana writers. 

Witty, Rocer ann Woop, Herren M.—Us 
Three Women. 320 p. Phila., Penn., 
1937. A novel containing a faithful study 
of never failing interest, that of the Lou- 
isiana negro. 


Yennt, Jutta Trurrr—Never Say Good-bye. 





269 p. N. Y., Reynal, 1937. A story of a 
Louisiana family told by one of the eight 
children, against an authentic background. 


Non-Fiction 

Artuur, STANLEY Ciissy—Audubon, an in- 
timate life of the American Woodsman. 
517 p. New Orleans, Harmanson, 1937. 
An important, authoritative, well docu- 
mented life of John James Audubon. 

Artuur, STANLEY CLissy—Famous New Or- 

leans drinks and how to mix ’em. 96 p. 
N. O., Harmanson, 1937. 
A spirited book in more ways than one, 
giving the history of many of the drinks 
that have helped make New Orleans 
famous, and what is best, telling how to 
mix them. A book full of zest and at- 
mosphere. 

Avupuson, JoHn JAMes Birps or AMERICA— 

edited by William Vogt, New York, Mac- 
Millan, 1937. 
Reproduction of the naturalist’s magnifi- 
cent illustrations from the elephant folio 
with the sixty five additional illustrations 
which were included in the octavo edi- 
tion of 1840. First popular edition of this 
great work which will be welcomed. 

Brain, Hucw Mercer, ed.—Favorite Huey 
Long stories. 116 p. Baton Rouge, Otto 
Claitor, 1937. Collected stories of a vigi- 
rous personality. 

Bioom, Cuar.es J.—The care and feeding 
of babies in warm climates. New Or- 
leans, Pelican Publishing Co., 1937. A 
very complete guide book for parents in 
the South on baby care and feeding, by 
an expert on the subject. 

Crasites, Prerre—Unhappy Spain. 244 p. 

Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1937. 
The reasons for the civil war in Spain, as 
seen by the some time senior American 
judge of the Cairo (Egypt) mixed Court 
Tribunal and at-present special lecturer 
on civil law at Louisiana State Univers- 
ity. 

Crasites, Prerre—Victoria’s Guardian An- 
gel. 299 p. Routledge, 1937. 
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The story of Victoria’s acknowledged 
debt to the wise counsels of Baron Chris- 
tian Friedrich von Stockman. 


Dennis, Mary Caste—The tail of the comet, 
11-189 p. Dutton, 1937. 
A new biography of the novelist, George 
W. Cable, written by his daughter. 


Curry, Water Crype—Shakespeare’s phi- 

losophical patterns. 244 p. Louisiana 
State University Press, 1937. 
A study of Macbeth and the Tempest 
and their historical-philosophical back- 
ground, as a means of interpreting 
Shakespeare. 

FerBLeMAN, James — Christianity, commun- 

ism and the ideal society. 419 p. George 
Allen and Unwin, 1937. 
An earnest appeal for the acceptance of 
the idea of the possibility of an ideal so- 
ciety with the “deliberate cultivation” on 
the part of men of “an independent and 
abstract reason.” 

HarManson firm; publishers—Mme. Begue’s 
Cook Book. 38 p. N. O., Harmanson, 
1937. 

Unsurpassed recipes of the famous Begue 
cusine. 

James, JAMes Atton—Oliver Pollock; the 
life and times of an unknown patriot. 
276 p. N. Y. Appleton Century, 1937. 
A fine biography of one of the financiers 
of the American Revolution, especially in- 
teresting to Louisianians for the excellent 
picture of Louisiana at the time of Galvez. 

Herman, Rosert Becutotp—America in 
English fiction. 480 p. Louisiana State 
University Press., 1937. 

A vital and interesting book showing 
how English novelists used the events of 
the American Revolution in bringing a- 
bout the transformation of the American 
in English fiction from a vague, romantic 
imagined figure to a clean cut realistic 


one. 

Louisiana State MuseumM—Glamorous Lou- 
isiana under ten flags. 55 p. Louisiana 
State Museum, 1937. 

A history of the flags that have flown 
over Louisiana with a brief descriptive 
sketch of the state and its resources. Col- 





oured illustrations of flags. 

Louisiana State Museum, N. O.—The life 
of Judah Philip Benjamin. 25 p. Louisi- 
ana State Museum, 1937. 

A short sketch of the life of Judah P, 
Benjamin and a story of his plantation 
home Bellechasse. 


Louisiana State Museum, N. O.—Zachary 

Taylor. 70 p. Louisiana State Museum, 
1937. 
A welcome monograph on the only presi- 
dent of the U. S. who was from Louisiana. 
Amply illustrated and containing inter- 
esting genealogical as well as historical 
data. 


McLure, Litta ann Howe, J., ed.—History 
of Shreveport and Shreveport Builders. 
463 p. Shreveport, How, 1937. 

A new and valuable reference work on 
the largest city in North Louisiana. 
Murpuy, Epwarp F. — The Tenth Man, 

7-257 p. Phila., Dolphin Press, 1937. 
A wise, Christian interpretation of the 
negro problem, which is not the “white 
man’s burden”, but should be the white 
man’s joyous responsibility to solve. The 
author, one who has studied and labored 
in a group consecrated to service to the 
negro. 

Mort, Frank LurHer anp Oruers, ed.— 

Headlining America. 542 p. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1937. 
A collection of newspaper articles, includ- 
ing stories by the following Louisiana 
journalists: C. E. Frampton, N. O. Item, 
W. M. Darling, N. O. Times Picayune; 
Fred Williamson, Monroe, (La.) News 
Star and John Breazeale, United Press. 
(N. O.). 

Reap, Wituiam A.—Indian place-names in 
Alabama. 84 p. (L. S. U. studies no. 29) 
Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1937. 
Another one of Dr. Read’s most valuable 
studies in the history of the language and 
in the history of place-names in the South. 
Scholarly and authoritative. 

Turane Law Review — Livingston centen- 
nial number. The Tulane Law Review 
for Feb., 1937 dedicated to the memory of 
Edward Livingston, on the occasion of the 
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one hundredth anniversary of his death 
considering the historical importance of 
his leadership in the history of codifica- 
tion in Louisiana. 

Tyiter, Avice Jaynes—I who should com- 
mand all. 64 p. New Haven, Farmamat 
Pub. Co., 1937. 

Story of Audubon which attempts to 
prove that Audubon was the Lost Dau- 
phin. 

Viosca, Percy—Pond Fish Culture. 260 p. 
New Orleans, Pelican Pub. Co., 1937. 
An excellent scientific text book on the 
culture of game fishes; of value both to 
the scientist and layman. 

Wexserc, Erwin—Our children in a chang- 
ing world. 232 p. N. Y., MacMillan, 1937. 
A book on child rearing with an admon- 
ishment for parents. Amply illustrated 
with cited cases gathered by a specialist 
of experience. 

Wuire, Frances Lainc, compiler. — The 
White Heron; an anthology of Louisiana 


women poets of today. Sponsored by 
Louisiana State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. 280 p. Shreveport, 1937. 
A creditable showing of poems written 
by women in Louisiana. The choice of 
poems, many of which are inspired by 
the Louisiana scene, is varied and inter- 
esting. 
Reprints 
Louisiana Laws, Statutes, efc.—Acts of the 
first session of the first general assembly 
of the state of Louisiana, July, 1812. 
Baton Rouge, La., Otto Claitor, 1937. 
Louisiana Laws, STATUTES, ETC. — Acts 
passed at the extra session of the 10th 
legislature of the state of Louisiana, Nov. 
1831, Baton Rouge, Otto Claitor, 1937. 
Louisiana Laws, StaTuTEs, ETc. — Acts 
passed by the general assembly of Louisi- 
ana June, 1867, Baton Rouge, La. Otto 
Claitor, 1937. 
Magazine Articles 
Detanciez, Jean—A Louisiana poet-histori- 





an, Dumont dit Montigny. (In Mid- 
America, Jan., 1937, p. 31-49). 

McItuenny, E. A.—Life history of the boat 
tail grackle in Louisiana. (Auk, n. s. 54, 
p. 274-95, July, 1937.) 

Perkins, A. E.—James Henri Burch and Os- 
car Dunn in Louisiana. (Journal negro 
history, 22: 321-34, July, 37. 

Powett, A. L. — Amending the Louisiana 
constitution, (Southwestern social science 
quarterly, 18: 25-34, June, 1937.) 

St. Martin, TuHap Cajuns, Yale Review, n. 
s. 26, no. 4, p. 859-62, Summer, 1937. 
Tinayre, M.—Avec la mission Cavelier de la 
Salle-Revue des deux mondes, series 8, v. 

39: 620-6, June 1, 1937. 

WILuLIAMson, Frep W.—The folk schools of 
Louisiana. (In the Kiwanis Magazine, v. 
22, no. 2, Feb., 1937). 





LIBRARIES FOR NEGROES 
(Continued from page 12.) 
coran, M. A., Professor in educational and 


vocational guidance, compiled the informa- 
tion and wrote the monographs. These mon- 
ographs were written with the needs, ambi- 
tions, and opportunities of Negroes in mind. 
They cover practically every trade and pro- 
fession and should prove valuable in any li- 
brary. Information concerning the purchase 
of these monographs may be secured by 
writing: 
The Xavier University Press 
Washington and Pine Streets 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
A Jolly Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all the librarians of the State. May 
1938 bring each of you what is best for you, 
and may each of you resolve for the New 
Year to send in news of yourselves and your 
libraries to: 
M. G. Burke, Editor of Negro Libraries 
Section 
Xavier University Library 
Washington and Pine Streets 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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THE SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 
(Continued from page 3.) 


state director of the Women’s and Profes- 
sional Division of the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration in Louisiana, and her energetic 
and capable staff, we are continuing to 
achieve splendid results in historical research 
—the fruits of which will be placed in the 
National Archives, Washington, D. C.; in 
the library and archives’ department of the 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge; the 
Howard Memorial Library, New Orleans; 
the Shreve Memorial Library, Shereveport, 
and certain West Florida documents in the 
Audubon Library, St. Francisville, as much 
data pertains to early Feliciana history. 


In Arkansas, copies of the Descriptive In- 
ventory and other material of that State will 
be deposited in the Public Library, Little 
Rock, and the State University at Fayette- 
ville. In Mississippi, the Department of Arch- 
ives and History, Jackson, and the State Uni- 
versity at Oxford will be the depositories. 


At the present time, 80 trained, capable, 
alert, and interested workers in New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge are surveying, tabulating, 
arranging, and reordering Uncle Sam’s valu- 
able new and old records, and from these 
dusty, age-yellowed pages, which delineate 
the times, the lives, the woes, the joys, and 
the customs of the past, the force of the 
Survey of Federal Archives is making what is 
conceded to be one of the most valuable con- 
tributions ever made to the history of the 
South in general, and to Louisiana in par- 
ticular. 4 


I wish I had space to tell, in specific 
detail, many of the historic and intensely in- 
teresting finds that have been made by our 
force in New Orleans and in Baton Rouge, 
but as each find is worth an article all its 





own, I will have to tell in condensed form 
of some of the material we are making avail- 
able to students: 

A translation into English of the 17 vol- 
umes of records of the governors and com- 
mandants of Spanish West Florida, 1782- 
1810. 


Translations into English of the messages 
of the Spanish governors of Louisiana from 
1767-1803. 

Translation into English of the letters of 
the Chevalier de Pradel, 1712-1764, a re- 
markable store of information on Colonial 
French Louisiana. 


A survey and transcription of many of 
the records of the United States Land Office 
in reference. to historical importance. 


A survey and reordering of the case 
papers of the United States District Court, 
New Orleans, from 1803 to date. Consider- 
able interesting data on piracy, slavery, War 
Between the States, early commerce, etc., are 
being made available through transcriptions 
and indexing. 

A comprehensive card index to the alien 
entry manifests being made available to the 
Naturalization and Immigration Service. 

A review of the tremendous collection of 
archives stored in the top floor of the United 
States Custom House, including manifests 
dealing with early importations of building 
materials, iron work, slaves, liquor, carriages, 
and articles of like interest to research special- 
ists. 

The list is long and cannot be given in 
full but what has been done is of sufficient 
value to libraries to justify the large amounts 
paid out by Uncle Sam in salaries to his 


white-collar nieces and nephews while this 
work has been in progress. 
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THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 
(Continued from page 3.) 
of Middle American Research has published 


a guide to the C. J. Fayssoux Collection of 
William Walker Papers. We are presently 
engaged in calendaring the Favrot, the Vice- 
regal Document Collection, the Yucatecan 
Collection, the Boyd Collection, and an im- 
portant Jefferson Davis Collection. 

The work of the Survey on business, club 
and association records while not stressed, 
has gained headway. Other miscellaneous 
work has been done on cemetery records, 
painting, map, statuary, photograph, news- 
paper, and early American imprints collec- 
tions. 

While it will take some time to edit all 
of this material in suitable form for publica- 
tion, the information compiled by the Survey 
to date will be made accessible to the serious 
student on any phase of Louisiana govern- 
ment, and history. 

One hundred full sets of the publications 
of the National Survey will be deposited in 
selected Libraries and Archival establish- 
ments; the publications of each state will be 
deposited in as many libraries and public 
offices as possible. Requests for information 
concerning publications of the Survey should 
be addressed to the State Director, 649 Canal 
Bank Building, New Orleans. 





COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 
(Continued from page 7.) 

fessors whose hobby is photography attracted 

much attention. 

Mimeographed lists of recommended 
books with annotations have been issued in 
special fields. A general annotated list in 
booklet form with illustrations was issued of 
particularly interesting contemporary books. 
These lists have had a more direct influence 
on circulation than have the displays, though 
it is believed that interest has been attracted 
to the library through both methods. 
COLLEGES NOT REPORTING: 

Dodd College 

Louisiana College 
Louisiana State Normal 
Loyola University 
Newcomb College 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
(Continued from page 10.) 
once a week for a period of ten weeks to 
discuss their respective subjects. 

Inasmuch as methods of teaching must 
always be selected with reference to existing 
classroom conditions, those methods that con- 
form most closely to the laws of learning are 
not always the most practicable. An instruc- 
tor needs to know what particular teaching 
procedures may be used in the face of present 
obstacles to secure satisfactory results, and 
how to utilize the suggestions found in pro- 
fessional literature by adapting them more 
specifically to the given situation. Thus the 
series of discussions is less concerned with 
what the teacher should know about teaching 
problems than with what the teacher should 
do about them. 

Keeping this object in mind, the librar- 
ians of the New Orleans Public Schools 
selected for discussion the following topics: 
Teaching the Function and the Use of the 
School Library; Library Contacts Influenced 
by Voluntary Attendance Library Budget; 
Reading Habits and Browsing Rooms, Pam- 
phlets, Visual Aids, and Other Study Ma- 
terials; Bridging the School Library with 
Other Agencies; Faculty Cooperation. Each 
topic is developed by a paper presented by 
one of the librarians, and her findings and 
suggestions are then discussed by the group. 
The meeting is summarized with recommen- 
dations, which are made to Mr. Bourgeois 
and to Misses Hart and Ferran, the co-chair- 
man of the standing library committee. 

It is reported that these meetings have 
been of great benefit to the entire library 
group. The program has given them an op- 
portunity not only to thoroughly absorb the 
very recent suggestions found in professional 
literature, but also to test their practicability 
through one another’s experiences. 





Since the beginning of this session, three 
high-school librarians have been appointed to 
new positions: Miss Clara Griffon, Librarian 
of the DeQuincy High School, Mrs. Dorothy 
Steidtmann, Librarian of the Lagrange High 
School, and Mrs. Claude Brooks Magee, As- 
sistant Librarian of the Ouachita Parish High 
School, Monroe. 
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INVENTORY OF PARISH ARCHIVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

The Department of Archives of Louisi- 
ana State University has just issued the first 
of the parish reports, that for St. Charles 
Parish. Prepared by the Historical Records 
Survey of the Works Progress Administra- 
tion under the direction of Mr. John C. L. 
Andreasson, this report serves as a model 
for the similar publications which it is 
planned will be made one for each parish of 
the state. The document before us is in 
mimeographed form, 117 pages, fully in- 
dexed. In it are recorded the condition and 
extent of the various parish records in the 
courthouse at Hahnville, the Parish seat. 
There is a brief historical sketch of the Par- 
ish and a statement as to the organization of 
the Records System. Then follow lists of 
records by officers from Police Jury to Home 
Demonstration Agent, in 24 divisions. Al- 
together the volume presents an interesting 
variety of documents, some going back as far 
as thes year 1740 and the French Regime. 
The future students of history are here pro- 
vided with an invaluable check-list for source 
materials and in incidental notes and volum- 
inous references with a fascinating study of 
the origins of local government. These re- 
ports will prove so useful that it would seem 
advisable that they should be printed and 
preserved in more substantial form. 


HOWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

At the annual meeting held on December 
13th, the forty-ninth report of the library was 
presented. A second floor of stacks accom- 
modating 30,000 volumes was erected during 
the vear. The use of the library increased 
materially. 32,050 books were issued to read- 
ers. Three times as many inter-library loans 
were made as in the preceding year. Nearly 
10,000 books, pamphlets or periodicals were 
presented by friends of the library. Much 
praise was given the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration workers who have given the li- 
brary great aid, esnecially in book-binding. 





LIBRARY CLUB ACTIVITIES 
The New Orleans Library Club, Mr. 
Ralph McComb, President, has held two 


meetings this fall. At the October meeting 
held at Tulane University, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Gropp who have recently returned 
from Central America made an interesting 
report on their Survey of Libraries and Ar- 
chives in Central America. Mr. Gropp has 
kindly sent to the Bulletin a written report 
largely covering his findings. This contri- 
bution will appear in the March issue. 

At the December meeting, held in the re- 
cently opened Children’s room of the New 
Orleans Public Library. Miss Mildred Har- 
rington of the Louisiana State University 
School of Library Science was the guest 
speaker. She spoke on recent children’s 
books. Mrs. Mary Smith who conducts the 
Story Hour Service of the New Orleans Pub- 
lic Library charmingly told some Christmas 
stories. 

The Baton Rouge Library Club is pre- 
sided over by Miss Florrinell Francis of the 
State University School of Library Science. 
At a meeting held on October 19. Mr. Ar- 
thur Gropp was guest speaker, his subject 
being his recent survey of Central American 
libraries. Miss Debora Abramson spoke for 
the Citizens’ Library Movement and the club 
formally joined the organization. 

The Library School in Baton Rouge has 
also its own Library Club and monthly meet- 
ings are held. Mr. Earl Morgan is presi- 
dent of the organization. At the October 
meeting, Contemporary American Fiction 
was the subject of the program. In Novem- 
ber, Book Collecting was the chosen subject, 
which was discussed by several amateur col- 
lectors. 


CADDO PARISH LIBRARY CLUB 

Organized in 1936, this club operates very 
informally, luncheon meetings being held 
once a month. There is but one officer, a 
chairman, at present Miss Lucille Althar. At 
presented and there was a display of new 
the November meeting book reviews were 
books. The December meeting was in charge 
of Mrs. Alma Marston, Works Progress Ad- 
ministration Story Teller for the Shreve 
Memorial Library. This club sometimes 
meets jointly with the Webster Parish Lr 
brary Club. 














